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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on ( r ff^ em f^J^f n ^[ ch 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

-j as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

4(part),5-17 as originally filed 

1 -3, 4(part) received on 08.02.2006 with letter of 06.02.2006 

Drawings, Sheets 

1>5-5/5 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. » 
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~ Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supportin g such statement _ 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-17 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-17 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-17 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VI Certain documents cited 



1. Certain published.documents (Rule 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Document DE 1258318 B (D1) is regarded as being the closest prior art to the 
subject-matter of claim 1 , and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

a device for feeding filter rods in a filter tip attachment machine comprising a take up roller 
presenting longitudinal flutes (9) each serving to take up and retain a respective filter rod 
(13) , on which the rods are directable along a predetermined feed path through cross 
cutting means (19-22) and dividable transversely into plugs before being transferred to 
staggering means. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known apparatus in that the roller comprises 

means by which to adjust the axial position of the flutes. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as providing for a 
device for feeding filter rods which can be easily and rapidly adapted to different lengths of 
filter rods or plugs to be cut, without the need to substitute the whole roller. 
The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered 
as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because document D1 teaches away 
from the provision of axially moveable flutes. In fact the device disclosed in D1 provides for 
a single group of cutting means (see fig. 2) so that moving the flutes axially would have no 
sense. 

Claims 2-17 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the PCT 
with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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Certain published documents 
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Claims 



1) A device for feeding filter rods (2) in a filter 
tip attachment machine, comprising a take-up roller 
(5) presenting longitudinal flutes (7) each serving 
to take up and retain a respective filter rod (2), on 
which the rods (2) are directed directable along a 
predetermined feed path (P) through cross cuttings 
means (9) and divided dividable transversely into 
plugs (10) before being transferred to staggering 
means (13), characterized in that the roller (5) 
comprises means (40) by which to adjust the axial 
position of the flutes (7) . 

2) A device as in claim 1, comprising at least two 
first modules (17) affording grooves (24, 25,) 
presented by a central portion of each flute (7), 
adjustable between positions distanced from and 
breasted with one another through the agency of the 
adjustment means (40) in such a way as to create a 
first gap (58), when in the breasted position, 
afforded by each flute (7) and accommodating the 
passage of the cutting means (9) . 

3) A device as in claim 2, wherein each of the 
first modules (17) affords a second gap (59) 
accommodating the passage of the cutting means (9) . 

4) A device as in claim 2, comprising second 
modules (20) affording grooves (26, 27) presented by 
intermediate portions of each flute (7) and capable 
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